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If you look back at past issues of this Magazine, you 

will not find much in the way of editorial content, 

unless you count the days when the Rector was the 

Editor, when much of the content could be so 

described.  Be that as it may, welcome to this, the 

1000th edition of the Buckland Parish magazine, 

which started in January 1926 (see later in this issue for a copy of the entire first 

issue). 

 

It would, perhaps, be more appropriate to celebrate (or have celebrated) the 50th or 

100th anniversary of the first issue, but the 50th anniversary seems to have come and 

gone without anyone realising it, and the centenary is still some way off.  So, we 

thought, why not celebrate the 1000th issue?  It is, after all, quite an achievement that 

the Magazine has lasted for 1000 issues. 

 

We have a fascinating series of articles for you in this issue.  I would like to thank all 

those who have put such hard work into writing the various features in this edition.  

May I particularly thank Bishop Nick, Graham Capel, Trevor Cooke, Carol Coslett 

(our Rector), James Day, Jim Docking, Duncan Ferns, Alec Gregory, Ian and Meike 

Laurenson, Adrian Sanders and Pattie Vigers for their most interesting pieces; John 

and Hannah Waters for producing the collage of past magazine covers; and Pauline 

Covey for a genuine 1926 recipe whose first ingredient is stale breadcrumbs - it 

should prove useful with the economy in its present state.  I should also like 

particularly like to thank James Day for his really excellent photos in this edition. 

 

Your editor is no historian - one of his better school history reports was: ñHis [exam] 

proved that he has wasted thirty-six [lessons] and twelve preps this term, for he 

seems to have learnt nothingò.  I blame my genes and my teachers.  Since then I have 

begun to realise that history can be quite interesting - and there is a fair amount in 

this issue to interest you, the result of many daysô research by their authors. 

 

We have recently had a childrenôs art competition, for a painting or drawing of St  
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Maryôs Church, or any part of it, inside or out.  

A number of the entries are included in this 

issue, in glorious technicolour!  The competition 

was organized by Philippa Schlaefli and the 

entries were judged by Carol, our Rector, and 

Marie-Claude Eisinger, one of our local art 

experts.  Thank you all. 

 

Finally, you will find several pages of 

competitions towards the end of this issue.  

Please enter some (or indeed 

all) of these.  There are good 

prizes to be won, kindly 

donated by the Parish 

Council.  Based on previous 

experience, not many people 

will enter the competitions so, if you do, you 

must have a good chance of winning one or 

more prizes.  

 

Many thanks also to Netherne Printers for their 

help with this issue. 

Richard Wheen 

 

Note: we have had some extra copies of the 

Magazine run off this month.  If you would like 

a further copy (cost £2), please contact the 

Editor. 

CONTENTS 
 Page 

Plan of services   3 

Diary   4 

Rectorôs letter   5 

Letter from Bishop Nick   7 

Buckland Matters   8 

Parents and children 12 

Features 14 

¶ Education in Buckland 19 

¶ The latest Census 22 

¶ Church affairs 23  

¶ Church registers 26 

¶ A Parish Council view 29 

¶ Pictures and maps 31 

¶ Childrenôs Art Competition 34 

¶ Parish Magazines 38  

¶ Seeing by wireless 43 

¶ Other Bucklands 44 

¶ Buckland in 1926 46 

¶ The Church in 1926 48 

¶ The War Memorial 50 

¶ Shagbrook 52  

¶ Buckland Court Stables 54 

Competition Corner 56 

Charities and Societies 60 

Rotas 68 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

On behalf of everyone who came to the Holy Week services can I thank our Rector 

Carol and Pattie for putting together such lovely and beautiful words into the 

services that were held for Easter. 

 

Those who were at the Seder Meal learnt a lot about the Passover and I hope that 

next Easter more guests will come and sit down with us on the Tuesday night for a 

meal and Holy Communion held informally around the table.  Our Taizé service was 

very reflective and Helen Burnett found readings that matched the mood of the 

service.   On Good Friday we had a happy time in the Reading Room and in the 

Church, the children finding flowers and eggs and with words, music and pictures 

learning about the day Jesus died. 



 

3 

 

          

 

Date 
St Maryôs,  

Buckland 

St Michaelôs, 

Betchworth 

3rd May 
4th of Easter 

8 

9.30 

 

HC (BCP) 

Parish 

Communion  À 

 

11 

 

Parish Communion 

10th May 
5th of Easter 

9.30 Parish Communion - 

Iona style 

8 

11 

Holy Communion 

Matins 

17th May 
6th of Easter 

8 

10 

HC (BCP) 

Joint Family  

Service 

 

 

5pm 

 

 

Choral Evensong 

21st May 

(Ascension Day) 

7pm Holy Communion 

Buckland Green (if 

fine) 

  

24th May 
7th of Easter 

9.30 Parish Communion 8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion 

31st May 

Whitsun 

10 

 

6.30 

Joint Upper Mole Valley Group  

Communion at Sidlow Bridge 

Contemplative  

Eucharist 

          Coffee in the Reading Room after this  

           service.  Please join us 

À Sunday School at 9.30 in the 

Reading Room 

 Mondays    7.30pm in St Maryôs:   Meditation Group 

Each Tuesdays    9.15am in St Michaelôs:  Morning Prayer  

week  5.30 in St Maryôs: Evening Prayer 

 Wednesdays 9.15am in St Maryôs:   Morning Prayer   
{  

It is easier to renounce worldly possessions than it is to renounce the love of them. 

 Walter Hilton 

 

Nothing influences a man so much as that which he calls his own.         C.H. Spurgeon  

 

Let us give according to our incomes lest God make our incomes to match our gifts.  

 

We make a living by what we get.  We make a life by what we give.      Duane Hulse 
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Fri  1st  May Day 

Sat 2nd 7pm Paravicini concert (p.61) 

Sat 2nd-Mon 4th Dorking Artists exhibition (p.62) 

Garden open for charity (p.62) Sun 3rd-Mon 4th, 2-6pm 

Mon 4th 10.30-12.30 Plant & cake sale on the Green (p.66) 

Thur  7th 7.45pm Pebblecombe W.I. (p.65) 

Sun 10th 9.30am Sponsored walk (p.60) 

Sun 10th-Sat 16th Christian Aid Week (pp.8, 64) 

Wed 13th-Sat 16th, 7.30pm BODS production of Viva Mexico (p.60) 

Fri  15th  St Dympna (p.14) 

Sat 16th 7.30pm English Arts Chorale (p.60) 

Mon 18th pm Blood donation sessions (p.61) 

  8pm Brockham Hort. Society talk (p.65) 

Thur  21st pm Blood donation sessions (p.61) 

  7.30pm Talk on Downôs Syndrome (p.61) 

  8pm Church Open Meeting (p.6) 

Sun 24th-Mon 25th, 2-6pm Garden open for charity (p.62) 

Wed St Bede (p.13), birthday of Henry Kissinger etc 27th  

Sat 30th 7.30pm Brockham Choral Society (p.65) 

 

People donôt go to Church, but they feel better because itôs there.   

From óYes, Prime Ministerô 
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RECTORôS LETTER 
 

The Rectory 

 

Dear All,  

 

Stories and traditions are so important!  I wonder what tales have been told in your 

family?  I can remember as a very young child staying with my grandparents and in 

the morning disturbing my grandpa at an early hour to hear another story.  He was a 

great one for telling of his time in India and of his adventures.  One story sticks in my 

mind about a naughty tailor who was so mean to everyone who passed by not smiling 

and always being grumpy, until a group of elephants got their own back and sprayed 

him with water one day!  There were other stories about snakes and tigers, perhaps 

they were part myths passed down by word of mouth from the locals.  Gradually 

though they built up a picture of life at that time.  With this special 1000th issue we 

have the delights of stories from the past, a living memory of things as they used to 

be.  

 

As Christians we need to tell our story, so that future generations become familiar 

with our history and roots.  Biblical stories were originally passed down by word of 

mouth, but now we are spoilt for choice with so many different publications of the 

bible and childrenôs stories that there may be a feeling that we no longer need to tell 

the story.  

 

However not everyone shares the background of these stories and they are not alone. 

Two followers of Jesus at the time of his death and resurrection did not seem to have 

grasped their own history.  As the two walked on the road from Jerusalem to 

Emmaus they were joined by a stranger (Jesus), but they did not recognize him.  He 

asked them what they had been discussing and they replied, ñAre you the only 

stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place, the things 

about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and 

all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him?  We had hoped that he was the one to redeem 

Israel.  It is now the third day since these things took place.   Some women of our 

group astounded us.  They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did 

not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision 

of angels who said that he was alive.  Some of those who were with us went to the 

tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.ô 

 

Jesus replied óWas it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 

then enter into his glory?ô  Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 

interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.ò ( Luke 25: 13-32).  
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INVITATION TO AN 
OPEN MEETING 

 
THURSDAY 21

ST 
MAY at 8 pm  

BETCHWORTH VILLAGE HALL  

Thereôs more to the church than the building.  Come and find out more about what 

goes on in the daily life of your parish church and how you can become more 

involved. 

 

Drinks and nibbles to be served.  Presentation will start at 8.15pm with a chance for 

questions after, concluding at about 9.15pm.  We hope you will support this event so 

that St. Michaelôs and St. Maryôs can remain focal points in village life. 

 

Open to God 

 

Open to All 

 

Open for You 

  

So even the first disciples had to be reminded of their history in order to understand 

their present life.  Jesus stayed with them that evening and when he blessed and 

broke the  bread their eyes were opened.  

 

May your eyes be opened to the living history of our generation.  
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LETTER FROM OUR AREA BISHOP, BISHOP NICK  
 

The Buckland Magazine has now reached its 1000th edition.  Like the meals we eat, 

we canôt remember every one of them, but we wouldnôt be here if we hadnôt had 

them.  So, we do have something to celebrate here. 

 

Since the first edition an awful lot has happened: the Second World War, massive 

social change, the rise and fall of Communism, the end of the British Empire, the 

Beatles, Liverpool five times Champions of Europe ï all things that have changed the 

world for better or for worse.  But, during all these tumultuous events the church in 

Buckland has continued to be there, serving as a place of worship for many in the 

community. 

 

I was Vicar of a village parish during the 1990s and I was always 

struck by the fact that all the social and physical change of the 

previous thousand years had gone on around the church, but we 

were still here and still doing what the church has always been 

called to do.  The world might change radically, but the churchôs 

calling doesnôt go away: we are called to create the space in which 

people can find that they have been found by God. 

 

That might sound a bit of a mouthful, but it makes the point that the church does not 

exist for the sake of the church itself or simply to keep a building going.  The church 

is not there in the village primarily to provide a nice landmark or to remind people of 

óEnglandô.  It is there to óhouseô a community of local people who come together to 

worship the eternal God and then reach out in love to their local community. 

 

Now, I realise that this raises a fair few questions ï and I donôt have the space to go 

into them.  But, suffice it to say here that whatever changes might lie ahead in the 

world of the credit-crunch and other traumas, the vocation of the church will simply 

carry on.  I hope it will continue to represent the community of those who believe the 

Christian gospel offers unique answers to lifeôs tough questions.  I trust it will 

continue to be a place of pastoral encounter in which people find the space to address 

the questions and dilemmas of human living.  I believe it will continue to represent 

the hope we celebrate at Easter (as I write this) that the final word in this world 

belongs not to death, violence and destruction, but to the God who raised Christ from 

the dead. 

 

Congratulations on the 1000th edition.  If I write something for the 2000th edition, I 

guess it might read very similarly to this one! 

 

Nick Baines, Bishop of Croydon 
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FROM THE REGISTERS (BUCKLAND & BETCHWORTH)  

We welcome into the family of the Church: 

 

BAPTISM:  19th April  Barnaby David George Stirling (born 19th April   

  2008)  

We congratulate: 

 

WEDDING: 4th April   Duncan Irvine and Zonalia Van Wyngaardt  

 

We offer our sympathy to the families and friends of the departed: 

 

FUNERAL:  9th April  Frederick Poole of Roebuck Court, Reigate,  

  aged 93 

  

 

SUMMER LUNCH 

 

There will be an óEarly Summerô lunch in the Reading Room on 

Thursday, 18th June at 12.30pm at £2 per head.  We look forward to 

seeing our old friends and hopefully some new faces.       

 

 C.L. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID 
 

There will be a house-to-house collection from 10th to 16th 

May.  Thank you for your cheerful giving in the past.  We 

are still rich compared with a third of the world.  We cannot 

watch the television News without being aware of the need.   

More on Christian Aid towards the back of this magazine. 

 

CLOTHING IN READING ROOM  

 

There is an accumulation of unclaimed clothing in the entrance hall of the Reading 

Room.  If it has not been claimed by 1st May, it will be taken to a Charity Shop.   

 

E.L. 

Ą 
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The Annual Parish Meeting took place in 

the Reading Room on Monday 6th April. 

The Council Chairman in his report first 

commented on the main event at last 

yearôs meeting, the Buckland Estates 

proposal to build a Conference Centre in 

Park Pit. Despite the support of 

the Parish Council and the 

majority of Buckland residents 

the planning application was 

refused.  Mr. Sanders said he 

would try again. 

 

Nigel Husband went on to 

thank those in Buckland who 

continue to contribute to our community:  

Jane Stewart, Madeline Rietchel and 

Victoria Ellott for their work with the 

Brownies, Guides and Rainbows;  

Josephine Hess, Mary Carr and Lisa 

Longstaff for creating a new Christmas 

event on the Green and putting lights on 

the Chestnut Tree; and the many 

volunteers who helped with pond 

maintenance, clearing the bus shelter and 

the litter pick. 

 

The Chairman reported that a 

combination of substantial building work 

and the wet  

summer had led to considerable damage 

to the Village Green.  Rather than just do 

remedial work the Council made the 

decision to place granite sets on the east 

side of the road complementing the work 

on the west side carried out nine years 

ago. 

 

Following the Chairmanôs report the 

Clerk gave a summary of the accounts.  

Normal expenditure came in at below the 

estimate.  However the Councilôs 

decision to put granite sets on the Green 

has placed an unexpected burden on the 

Councilôs resources requiring it to 

increase the precept by £500 and dip 

heavily into the reserves. 

 

Paul Rietchel expressed 

concern at the depletion of the 

reserves.  The Clerk gave 

assurances that it was 

manageable and the reserves 

would be rebuilt. 

 

David Tomkinson gave his report as clerk 

of the Parochial Charity.  Funds of 

£2,974 were used to help those in need.  

To function efficiently the charity 

trusties, Rev Carol Coslett, Rev Pattie 

Vigers, Ann Adams, Doreen Dart and 

Philip Haynes need information from 

residents to identify those the charity can 

help. 

 

Guest speaker Ian Good gave an outline 

of the Surrey County Councilôs 

contingency plans for a disaster, such as a 

ôflu pandemic. With the increased 

sophistication of communications and 

distribution services, a community 

isolated by a disaster would be more 

vulnerable than in the past.  Localised 

resilience could be vital, which is why 

your Council has produced an Emergency 

Plan.  Those considered at risk have been 

identified, area wardens appointed and 

those with specialist skills identified. 

 

Iain Laurenson, Parish Clerk 

 PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
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ECUMENICAL WITNESS IN BUCKLAND ON GOOD FRIDAY  
 

Christôs words ñLove one another as I have loved youò may have greater meaning 

this year with the many difficulties of the world and the need for everyone to help 

each other out of the mess we find ourselves in.   Christianity is the bedrock of our 

society but society has thought it could go it alone.  Easter is a time of joy and glory 

born out of the sorrow of Good Friday.   

 

The Good Friday Ecumenical Service was attended by people of all ages 

remembering the first Good Friday in Jerusalem.  It was led by our Rector, Carol 

Coslett, with a walk from the 

Reading Room around the 

churchyard and finishing in the 

church with modern day and 

biblical reminders of the greatest 

world event 2000 years ago  It 

was summed up in these words at 

the end of the walk:  ñThank you 

Jesus for allowing me to follow 

you on your journey of pain and 

love.  Allow my small act of faith 

to fill my life with renewed love 

for you.  Give me the courage to 

live my life in a way that others 

may see you in me.  Help me to 

remember that I have hope 

because of the life you have given me.  Thank you Jesus for the way of the cross that 

gives me confidence, knowing that you are with me always by my side.ò 

 

This was a thought-provoking morning in these difficult times, with hot cross buns 

on our return to the Reading Room. 

An Onlooker! 

 

 

¶ People nowadays treat the Ten Commandments like a history exam ï they 

 attempt only three. 

¶ Some people are born great, some achieve greatness, and some just grate. 

¶ The fellow who argues that all religions should unite probably doesnôt speak to 

 his brother-in-law. 

¶ It isnôt easy for an idea to squeeze into a head filled with prejudices. 

¶ The line is often busy when your conscience tries to speak. 

¶ Unhappiness:  not knowing what we want, and killing ourselves to get it. 

¶ Forgiveness is a funny thing ï it warms the heart and cools the sting.  
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Quiz Night 

The Quiz at the Red Lion on 17th March 

2009 was the best ever attendance with 

74 people in 11 teams each pitching for 

the prizes.   We enjoyed an excellent 

meal of curry and lamb hotpot and thanks 

to the regulars at the bar for putting up 

with our disturbance.   If a lesson is to be 

learnt, it is that the seating was 

effectively in three open rooms, and 

many of the questions had to be repeated 

two or three times for everyone to hear.  

This did slow things down our progress a 

little and we would hope to find a way to 

resolve this for next year.   The winning 

team with an excellent score of 114 were 

the óBuckland Bloomersô led by John and 

Valerie Maud (of Betchworth!). 

 

Future Events 

Our AGM is on Monday 11th May, and 

our speaker will be Gail Sperrin of the 

Surrey Hills Society and Surrey Hills 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

(AONB).   The Surrey Hills AONB runs 

through Buckland on the North Downs 

Escarpment, and it will be interesting to 

hear about the conservation measures 

being put in place.    
 

Please check your diary includes the 

BBQ us on Wednesday 15th July ï all 

welcome on Buckland Village Green.  If 

anyone in the local area or from Dorking 

or Reigate has a classic or vintage car that 

they would like to bring along to our 

display, then please get in touch with 

Duncan Ferns ('  07786 966841).     
 

The date of our Autumn Lecture has been 

brought forward to Monday 19th 

October. More details anon. 

 

Grants for Local Projects 

From time to time, we are able to offer 

funding support to local community 

projects.  The Society is pleased to have 

recently supported the Christmas Tree 

Lights fund which lit the tree on 

Buckland Green during December.  

Volunteers had raised around 80% of the 

funding from the generosity of Buckland 

village contributions already, and the 

Society was please to award a ótop upô 

grant of £100, a one-off payment that will 

help ensure that the lights continue to be 

lit in future years.    
 

Secondly, we were approached by 

Buckland Parish Council requesting 

support to make good the grass verge on 

the east side of Rectory Lane at Buckland 

Green.  The Parish Council are to manage 

the installation of a cobbled edge ï that 

has already been effective on the west 

side of the verge, and had a shortage of 

funds to complete the work.  The funding 

will be met from the Parish Council 

funds, from local residents and a £500 

contribution from the Betchworth & 

Buckland Society.   We trust that 

members appreciate these improvements 

to our environment. 

D.F. 

The Betchworth & Buckland Society  
 

For the protection and conservation of the quality of life  
in Betchworth & Buckland  
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THE ACORNS INFANT SC HOOL 

Before we broke up for the Easter holidays we held 
�0�R�W�K�H�U�V�·���'�D�\���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�L�H�V���D�W���E�R�W�K���R�X�U���%�D�V�H�V�������7�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��
entertained their mothers with songs and some very 
touching observations about their mums.  A couple of weeks 
later, at the end of term, very excited children at both 
Bases enjoyed Easter Egg hunts.  Our After school sports 
Clubs (two each week) are proving to be popular and these 
will be continued during the summer term.  
 
At the end of March, Leigh Base held a very successful Quiz Night to raise funds 

for new playground 
equipment. The children 
had been saddened 
when their wonderful 
playboat (which has 
been a feature of the 
playground for many 
years) had to be 
demolished as it had 
become unsafe.  The 
Quiz Night raised more 
than £1,800.00 - which 
is well on the way to the 
cost of the new 
equipment (which the 
children will choose).  
Thank you to the 
residents of Leigh and 
the surrounding villages 
for supporting this 
event. 
 

Julie Trafford, 
Headteacher  

[In case you do not recognise him, your editor is third 

from the left, blushing profusely.] 
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The Paris Mazagine was fill of maspronts 

 


