
 

1  

Dear Everyone 
 

Our World is full of violence, and we can all be damaged by it.  In the news we are 

bombarded by stories of suffering and damage inflicted daily by the physical 

violence of person on person, tribe on tribe, nation on nation.  There is psychological 

violence from those who wish to dominate and diminish others; structural violence of 

poverty, lack of healthcare, education and social support. 
 

At this time of economic downturn we are also seeing the effects of frustration and 

hopelessness that can be created by the loss of jobs and livelihoods. 
 

Much of our practical Christian witness is to do with helping heal the wounds of 

these various forms of violence.  Out of the most extreme violence Godôs grace can 

shine through. 
 

In the story of The Railway Man, Eric Lomax met and forgave his Japanese torturer. 

It is an extraordinary story of violence and reconciliation.  So too is the story of 

Corrie Ten Boom, who showed forgiveness to the Nazis who sent her and her family 

to a concentration camp.  Nelson Mandela too forgave the enemies who jailed him. 

When the South African Head of intelligence, Niel Barnard, retired, Mandela gave a 

dinner party for him.  Among his guests was General Willemese - former 

Commander of Robben Island where Mandela had been imprisoned for 25 years. 

Willemese said, ñIt doesnôt happen in everyoneôs lifetime, itôs a wonderful 

experience to live through.ò 
 

Thatôs just how the disciples must have felt.  They heard the cry from the cross, 

ñFather forgive them.ò  They lived through the trials of Jesus, his ultimate sacrifice 

giving forgiveness to all, and then the realisation of the glory of his resurrection.  A 

once in a lifetime experience! 
 

To believe in Jesus is to bring reconciliation between this world and Godôs world.  

To have in your heart the grace to forgive those who hurt you.  The Easter message 

of hope is for a greater understanding of each other.  Out of sorrow and hurt can 

come the healing power of new life with God. 



 

2  

Easter is about starting afresh a new life; it is about being agents for change. 

 

So what in your life has changed?  Has some event caused you to have to make a 

new start?  Was it through choice or forced circumstances?  How did you react? 

Were you resolved to work with that change or resentful of it? 

 

This Eastertide can you become an agent for change?  With Godôs grace we can 

forgive and allow reconciliation within our Good Friday world. 

 

Goodness is stronger than evil 

Love is stronger than hate 

Light is stronger than darkness 

Truth is stronger than lies.                

 

Happy Easter ! 

April Diary 
Wed 1st  St Gilbert of Caithness (p.16) 

Thur 2nd 7.45pm W.I. Meeting (p.27) 

Sun 5th 6.15pm Musical Palm Sunday Devotion (p.5) 

Mon 6th 8pm John Stainerôs ñCrucifixionò (p.5) 

Mon 6th - Sat 18th Family activities (p.24) 

Fri 10th 11am Childrenôs holiday activities (p.13) 

Thur 16th pm Blood doning session (p.21) 

Fri 17th 10.30am Childrenôs holiday activities (p.13) 

Sat 20th 7.30 Betchworth Quiz Night (p.25) 

Sun 19th 11.30am Annual Parochial Church Meeting (p.9) 

Mon 20th pm Blood doning session (p.21) 

  8pm Brockham Horticultural Society Meeting (p.24) 

Rich people should not reserve their benevolence for purposes after they are dead, 

for those who give not of their property till they die show that they would not then if 

they could keep it any longer.      Bishop Hall 
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Date St Maryôs,  

Buckland 

St Michaelôs, 

Betchworth 

5th April  
Palm Sunday 

8 

9.30 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion À 

10.40 

11 

Donkey procession, to... 

é Parish Communion 

7th April  7.30 

pm 

Seder meal - Reading 

Room 

  

8th April  7.30 

pm 

Taize Prayers round the 

cross - Reading Room 

  

9th April  
Maundy 

Thursday 

8pm Eucharist of the Last 

Supper with anointing of 

hands 

  

10th April  
Good Friday 

10 

 

12-2 

2-3 

Ecumenical Family 

Service in Reading Room 

Meditations & Readings 

Service of the last hour 

 

 

8pm 

 

 

Passiontide Music & 

Readings 

11th April  
Easter Eve 

8pm Lighting of the New Fire   

12th April  
EASTER 
DAY 

9.30 Easter Parish Communion 8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Easter Parish 

Communion 

19th April  
Easter 1 

10 Joint Parish Communion, 

followed by APCM 

8 HC (BCP) 

26th April  
Easter 2 

8 

9.30 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion 

11 Parish Communion 

            Coffee in the Reading Room  

            after this service.  Please join us.  

  À Sunday School in the   

     Reading Room at 9.30 

 Mondays    7.30pm in St Maryôs:   Meditation Group

 Tuesdays    9.15am in St Michaelôs:  Morning Prayer  

  5.30pm in St Maryôs: Evening Prayer 

 Wednesdays 9.15am in St Maryôs:   Morning Prayer   
{  Each 

Week 
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PART-TIME YOUTH WORKER REQUIRED 
 

St Markôs Church, Reigate requires a part-time youth worker. 

¶ The successful candidate must have a passion for sharing their 

Christian faith with young people and be active and enthusiastic. 

¶ The job will involve leading a youth club for two hours every week 

(term time only) plus preparation time. 

¶ Each meeting involves games, food (provided by volunteers) and a short talk/

discussion/Bible study. 

¶ The person must be good at communicating their faith, liaising with families, 

organising outings, co-ordinating volunteers and prepared to work with a wider 

ministry team. 

 

Remuneration will be paid.  Enhanced CRB clearance will be required.  Further 

details from susannahshuck@hotmail.com or phone '  221638.  Please send 

application letter plus two references (one being from a church leader) to Rev. Martin 

Wright, St Markôs Vicarage, 8 Alma Road, Reigate RH2 ODA. 

 

If  anyone is interested in this post it could include working with other churches 

particularly for Holiday Clubs.  Our Rector is liaising with Martin Wright from 

Reigate, and  Betchworth and Buckland are hosting a holiday club ñShowstoppersò 

from 27th to 31st July at Betchworth Village Hall.  Anyone interested in a part-

time post as Youth Leader, or  a summer job for a week, or just able to volunteer, 

please speak to our Rector Carol on '  842102. 

 

 

 

A happy Easter to all our readers 
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Invitation to an  
OPEN MEETING 

THURSDAY 21
ST 

MAY at 8 pm  

BETCHWORTH VILLAGE HALL  

Thereôs more to the church than the building. Come and find out more about what 

goes on in the daily life of your parish church and how you can become more 

involved. 

 

Drinks and nibbles to be served.  Presentation will start at 8.15pm with a chance for 

questions after, concluding at about 9.15pm.  We hope you will support this event so 

that St. Michaelôs and St. Maryôs can remain focal points in village life. 

 
Open to God 

 

Open to All 

 

Open for You 

  

THE CROSS OF CHRIST 
 

A Palm Sunday devotion at Emmanuel Church, Sidlow Bridge, 

of words and music for congregation and choir.   

Sunday 5th April at 6.15pm.   

Available to all.  We look forward to welcoming you.   

Car park at the church. 

BROCKHAM CHORAL SOCIETY  
 

   presents a devotional performance for Holy Week 

 

    CRUCIFIXION 
 

     by John Stainer 

 

At Christ Church, Brockham, Monday 6th April at 8pm 

 

Entrance free.  Retiring collection in aid of Christ Church Community Hall Fund 

 



 

6  

EASTER 
 

We are apprehensive about coming to unfamiliar Services in case something 

unknown is expected of us.  It may help to know what happens at the Services 

leading up to Easter Day.  Nothing alarming will be expected of you.  You will find 

them moving and impressive. 
 

Easter is not just one day.  Holy Week and Easter are a journey we make together. 

We re-member (put together again, mentally) these events.  It is not possible to 

celebrate Easter Day with integrity unless we have paid some attention to what has 

gone before. 
 

MONDAY  7.30pm. St Maryôs, Buckland.  Meditation as usual. You donôt  

6th April have to do anything except sit quietly.  A brief reading; a  little 

 music; then 20 minutesô silence.  

TUESDAY  7.30.  Reading Room, Buckland.  The Seder Meal.  A simple  

7th April  supper from the Jewish tradition of Passover (when the plague 

 ópassed overô the Hebrewsô houses before their escape from 

 slavery).  It is likely that the Last Supper was a Seder Meal.  

WEDNESDAY  7.30.  Reading Room.  Prayers around the Cross.  Prayers and  

8th April  simple Taizé chants.  

THURSDAY  MAUNDY Thursday.  8pm.  St Maryôs. Eucharist (Communion)  

9th April   of the Last Supper.  We remember Christ washing his disciplesô 

 feet - you may have your hands washed if you wish - and the Last 

 Supper.  Then everything is stripped from the altar, the lights go 

 out and we scatter into the dark to symbolize the moment when 

 Christôs friends óforsook him and fledô.   

GOOD FRIDAY 10-12.30.  Reading Room.  Ecumenical Family Service. Whatever 

10thApril  your denomination (Methodist, U.R.C.,Catholic etc) you are most 

 welcome to this Service following ñThe Way of the Crossò. 

 12-2pm. St Maryôs.  Meditations and Readings. You arrive and  

 leave when you wish. 

 2-3pm.St Maryôs. Service of the Last Hour. 

 8pm. St Michaelôs, Betchworth. Passiontide Music and Readings. 

 Solemn, beautiful and moving.  

SATURDAY  EASTER EVE.  8pm. St Maryôs.  Service of the New Fire and 

11th April  lighting of the Paschal (Easter) Candle.  

EASTER DAY  8am. St Michaelôs. Holy Communion (said). 

12th April  9.30 St Maryôs. Easter Parish Communion. 

 11am St Michaelôs. Easter Parish Communion.  

 A day of glory and rejoicing. 
 

A Happy Easter.         

P.V. 
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Easter at 
St. Michaelôs and St. Maryôs 

Palm Sunday - 5th April  
9.30 am - St. Maryôs Buckland 

followed by donkey procession from Goulburn Green:  

meet 10.40 for 11.00 am Service in St. Michaelôs, Betchworth 

Maundy Thursday - 9th April  
Eucharist of the Last Supper 

8pm - St. Maryôs 

Good Friday - 10th April  
Ecumenical Family Service 

10 am - Reading Room St. Maryôs 

 

Followed, until 12.30, by: Hot Cross Buns and Fun Craft activities, 

    treasure hunts, mini Easter garden 

   making   for children 

12 noon to 2 pm  Meditation and readings - St. Maryôs   

2 pm to 3 pm  Service of the last hour - St. Maryôs 

8 pm Passiontide Music and Readings - St. 

      Michaelôs 

Easter Eve - Saturday 11th April  
Lighting of the New Fire 

8pm - St. Maryôs 

Easter Day - Sunday 12th April 
8 am Holy communion (BCP) - St. Michaelôs 

9.30 am      Easter Parish communion - St. Maryôs  

11am         Easter Parish communion - St. Michaelôs 

     (a small Easter egg for all children as they leave both churches) 
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DEANERY SYNOD REPORT 
 

The November magazine included an item explaining the function of Deanery 

Synod, the level of Church government between a P.C.C. and Diocesan Synod.  At 

the most recent meeting of Reigate Synod, held on 5th February 2009, the main item 

was a presentation by Jill Sandham, Diocesan Safeguarding Officer, on the document 

ñA Safe Churchò, the subject of which is safeguarding children and adults who may 

be vulnerable. 

 

New diocesan policies and procedures have been drafted to assist churches to comply 

with new government legislation and Church of England policies.  A detailed manual 

has been prepared which should be shortly available.  In respect of parishes it will 

provide guidance to, and detail the responsibilities and obligations of, clergy, 

churchwardens, PCCs, Safeguarding Officers (the new name for Child Protection 

Officers) and all paid and voluntary workers.  In discussion examples were given of 

factors which create vulnerability and signs which may indicate that problems exist. 

Diocesan Synod has adopted the document and urges parishes to adopt the relevant 

policy before the end of September 2009.  The point was made that if PCCs fail to 

comply they may be putting at risk not only vulnerable children and adults but also 

their own leaders and workers.  There is also the danger that if there is non-

compliance with the law they may be jeopardising their insurance cover. 

 

Synod then heard something of activities planned to take place by parishes (including 

Summer events within Buckland and Betchworth), and also details of the 

forthcoming Gatton Passion Play.  There are no auditions and everyone is welcome 

to participate.  Further information will be available in due course. 

BISHOPôS VISIT TO ST MARYôS BUCKLAND 
 

On a beautiful spring morning, Sunday 8th March, the Rt. 

Rev. Nick Baines, our area Bishop, came to St Maryôs to 

take a joint Buckland and Betchworth Communion 

service, the first service he had taken in Buckland.  The 

Bishop led a very moving communion service and gave a 

marvellous sermon on the subject of the Gospel for the 

day.  The choir was fortified by a number of members of 

the Betchworth and Brockham choirs, and sang some 

lovely music, notably Mozartôs Ave Verum. 

 

A congregation of about 80 participated and it was great to see all the pews occupied.  

The majority came back afterwards to the Reading Room for coffee or tea and were 

able to talk to their Bishop in a more relaxed atmosphere, which made his visit even 

more enjoyable. 
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING  
 

The APCM is on 19th April at 11.30am in the Reading Room.  Coffee and biscuits 

provided.  All welcome. 

 
 

PLANT  & CAKE SALE, BUCKLAND GREEN  
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 4th MAY, 10.30 ï 12.30 

 

We will be holding this popular plant sale (also homemade cakes and preserves) once 

again and would be grateful for any donations of plants ï 

vegetables, herbs, annuals, perennials, grasses, shrubs (no 

house plants please).  We will also take second-hand tools, 

equipment/pots (not plastic) and, of course, cakes and 

preserves.  It would greatly assist us if you are able to label 

the plants. 

 

Donated plants and cakes may be brought along early on 

the morning of the sale or, if preferred beforehand to Tilly Mitchell ('  843297) or 

Gaynor Day ('  843913) (plants) or Mary Hooper ('  844406) (cakes & preserves). 

 

Funds raised from this sale will be used for the upkeep of St. Maryôs Church and the 

Reading Room. 

Gaynor Day 
 

 
WINTER LUNCHES 

 

Our winter lunches have now come to an end and I would like to say a 

big thank you to everyone who supported these lunches by coming to 

eat, cook, wash up and have a good gossip and laugh.  Because of 

your generosity we have made a profit of £50.00 which, after 

discussion with you all, will go to the Bishopôs Lent Call.  If anyone 

is interested we will do a lunch on Thursday the 18th June 2009 to 

celebrate the longest day.  Usual time and place ..12.30 pm Buckland 

Reading Room.  More details in May magazine.  

C.L. 

 

We should especially thank those who cooked such excellent and enjoyable meals, 

and I have no doubt that Carol herself ranks high in the list of cooks.  Thank you, 

Carol, and Pattie and all.  Ed. 

�Æ 


