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The Rectory 

 

CREDIT-CRUNCH.. ñTHE CHURCH IS ALWAYS  
ASKING FOR MONEYò!  

 

In the present financial climate the church has to remain focused for the future and 

must continue to support and energize our community.  With this purpose in mind, 

Buckland magazine readers received a leaflet last month outlining all that is on offer 

in Buckland with a request to think about helping to run a óMay Fayreô on the Green.  

Similarly in the January magazine I outlined some of our plans and aspirations for St 

Michaelôs. 

 

These initiatives are to raise awareness for the needs of our two churches.  Both face 

financial challenges and they need support.  This is far from unique with many parish 

churches struggling to maintain their rich inheritance.  Many people have little idea 

of how their local church is paid for.  I recently met someone who thought it was 

funded from their council tax! 

 

The basic facts are that St. Michaelôs needs around Ã1,300 each week and St. Maryôs 

£700 to maintain our ministry, the church building and grounds and our presence in 

the community.  With both churches running on a deficit, it is only by hosting 

functions like the Flower Festival or May Fayre that we are able to continue.  

Many of you will know that we offer a wide range of services and activities from 

music and bellringing to house groups, youth groups, lunch groups and many social 

activities.  In addition to the all important rites of passage in birth, marriage and 

death, we are there to help those in need and we support a variety of charities 

including the Childrenôs Society, Christian Aid and the Royal British Legion.  

 

One of the challenges we face is providing facilities to attract more young people and 

their families to become involved.  This year we are offering two main events for this 

purpose: Good Friday activities and a Summer holiday club.   

 

In July 2000 the Church of England reaffirmed its request for all members to try to 
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give at least five per cent of their net income ñto and through the Churchò.  We 

believe that biblical teaching directs us that way.  As St Paul said in 2 Corinthians 

9:7: ñEach should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giverò.  The mission, ministry and 

maintenance of our two churches are dependent on the giving of its members.  Once 

we appreciate how much God has given us in practical and spiritual ways, we are 

compelled to respond through the use of our time, our talents and our financial 

resources.  So I ask you to make this the subject of your prayers, so that whatever 

contribution you make, however small or large, brings us together in our shared 

purposes.  

 

St. Michaelôs will in the next few months be inviting residents to attend a meeting 

where the future vision for the church will be presented and a stewardship campaign 

launched, but in the meantime I urge you to respond to the Buckland leaflet in 

particular so that the May Fayre can be a success.  

 

Here are the words of a song:  

 

The Church is not a building, The Church in not a steeple, 

The Church is not a resting place, The Church is the people! 

I am the Church, You are the Church. 

We are the Church together! 

All who follow Jesus, all around the world, 

Yes, we're the Church together! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LENT COURSE 
 
The following are the dates for the Lent course this year.  For further information see 

the February issue of the Magazine. 

 
2nd March   Entering the Spirit Zone: where we begin. 

9th March  Zone Communication: learning a new language. 

16th March Into the Zone: into depth. 

23rd March Deep prayer food: that which helps us grow. 

30th March Deeper each day: not just for Christmas ï or Lent! 

 

Each session starts at 8pm in the Reading Room. 
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Sun 1st  St David (p.17) 

Mon 2nd  St Chad (p.18) 

Fri  6th  Womenôs World Day of Prayer (p.5) 

  11am Service in Dorking (p.5) 

  8pm One World Group talk (p.23) 

Sat 7th  Surrey Heritage event (p.26) 

Tues 10th-Mon 16th Christian Aid Week (pp. 24-25) 

Wed 11th pm Blood doning sessions (p.22) 

Sat 14th  Surrey Heritage event (p.26) 

Mon 16th 8pm Brockham Hort. Society (p.26) 

Tues 17th 7.30pm B & B Society Quiz Night (p.14) 

Thur  26th pm Blood doning sessions (p.22) 

Sat 28th 7.30pm Brockham Choral Society concert (p.22) 

 

Mondays in March: Lent talks at 8pm in the Reading Room (p.2) 

Thursdays in March: Lent Lunches at 12.30pm in the Reading Room (p.10) 

 

MEETINGS 
 

Please put in your diary for April: 
 

¶ Monday April 6th at 8pm in the Reading Room for the Annual Parish Meeting, 

with a speaker then a discussion on the Buckland Emergency Plan; and  
 

¶ Sunday 19th April for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting at 11.30am in the 

Reading Room. 
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Date St Maryôs,  

Buckland 

St Michaelôs, 

Betchworth 

1st March 
1st of Lent  

8 

9.30 

 

HC (BCP) 

Parish 

Communion   À 

 

11 

 

Parish Communion 

8th March 
2nd of Lent 

10 Joint Parish Communion: 

Celebrant & preacher, 

The Rt. Revd  

Nick Baines 

8 

 

HC (BCP) 

 

15th March 
3rd of Lent 

8 

10 

HC (BCP) 

Joint Family Service 

 

5pm 

 

Choral Evensong 

22nd March 
4th of Lent:  

Mothering 

Sunday 

9.30 All Age Parish 

Communion  

(posies given out) 

8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

All Age Mothering 

Sunday Service (posies 

given out) 

29th March 
5th of Lent: 

Passion Sunday 

8 Holy Communion 10 Joint Parish Communion 

          Coffee in the Reading Room after this  

          service.  Please join us.   

À Sunday School in the 

Reading Room at 9.30 

 Mondays    7.30pm in St Maryôs:   Meditation Group

 Tuesdays    9.15am in St Michaelôs:  Morning Prayer  

  5.30pm in St Maryôs: Evening Prayer 

 Wednesdays 9.15am in St Maryôs:   Morning Prayer   

Each 

Week 

 

CHURCH SIGNS 
 

In this church many are cold, but few are frozen. 
 

Sign on a tomb:   Here lies an atheist.  All dressed up and nowhere to go. 
 

Come in for a Service!   This church is not just four weddings and a funeral. 
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IN CHRIST THERE ARE MANY MEMBERS YET ONE BODY  
 

On Friday 6th March over 3 million people worldwide will be praying and 

worshipping together during an annual day of prayer, using a service prepared by 

Christian Women in Papua New Guinea 

Emma Wilcock, President of the National Committee for Womenôs World Day of 

Prayer in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, said:  óThis is always an exciting 

day. The extent of unity in prayer is shown by the fact that the first 

service will begin at sunrise in Tonga and travel around the world 

until the sun sets in neighbouring Western Samoa.  By then, the Day 

will have been celebrated in over 170 countries and throughout 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland alone over 5,000 services will 

have been held.ô 

Papua New Guinea is a land of many ethnic groups and over 800 distinct languages 

of which more than half are unrelated.  As a result, there is great cultural diversity, 

yet the women of Papua New Guinea have emphasized the oneness there is in Christ. 

In spite of gender inequality, women in Papua New Guinea are beginning to take 

their place in professions previously closed to 

them.  There are now women who are pilots, 

engineers, doctors, lawyers, judges, lecturers 

and also officers in the military forces.   

Information and resources can be found on the 

Womenôs World Day of Prayer website.  In 

this way, they make a very positive 

contribution to their nation. For further 

information see www.wwdp-natcomm.org 

We in Buckland are joining with the Churches 

together in Dorking for the Day of Prayer at 

11am on 6th March at the United Reformed 

Church in Dorking - see details on the right.  

You are encouraged to attend and to go with 

the Rector if you would like. 

 

                                                             Carol 

http://www.wwdp-natcomm.org/
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   LENT CALL 2009  

 

 Pastoral Letter from the Bishop of Southwark 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I am very pleased to be able to write to you once again about the Lent Call. 

 

In Lent we are given an opportunity to reflect on our call to discipleship both as 

individuals and through our membership of the world wide Church. It is also a time 

when we might give some thought to personal sacrifice and how we might help those 

who are less well off than ourselves. The Lent Appeal offers us an opportunity to 

share in giving to others in different parts of the world. 

 

The projects from around the world that have been selected to benefit from money 

raised are: 

 

Yangon Village School ï Myanmar 

Music School ï Trinidad and Tobago (USPG) 

ZimPro Vegetable Gardens  - Zimbabwe  

Water Action ï Ethiopia (A contribution releases further funds from 

Governmental sources)  

Helen Keller Hospital - Jerusalem 

Robes Project ï South London 

 

May I commend these projects to you and assure you of my prayers for a holy Lent. 

 

With best wishes 

 

Grace and peace 

 

 À   Tom 

 

 

FURTHER DETAILS OF THE ABOVE PROJECTS  
 

Diocesan Zimbabwe Links & ZimPro 
The situation in Zimbabwe is still very complex and changing very fast.  At present, 

money raised for Zimbabwe through the Lent Call will be of benefit to the people but 

the Bishops have had to consider how best to use it.  So, because the situation has not 

improved in the last year, money raised for Zimbabwe should continue to go towards 

the reconstruction fund for the Church for when the situation is more settled.  This 

year, however, the Diocese is additionally supporting a specific Christian Aid 
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project, run through their partner organisation ZimPro, involving the setting up of 

school vegetable gardens, where the children learn farming skills and grow food to 

eat.  This helps with the school meals that ZimPro provides, ensuring that the 

children get at least one decent meal a day and encourages parents to send them to 

school instead of keeping them at home to help with farming.  

  

Helen Keller Centre, Jerusalem 
The Helen Keller Centre in Jerusalem is a school for blind children, with an 

international reputation for excellence.  65 pupils currently benefit from the Schoolôs 

services, with outreach to a further 15 in mainstream schools.  The aim of the Centre 

is to provide an all-round education that answers the needs of individual pupils and 

that allows them to function as independent, well adjusted and worthy people in the 

adult world. 

  

The Robes Project 
This is an ecumenical project of two winter night shelters in south London.  In 

December 2008 the third Project opened to run for 4 months, with 2 sets of 7 

churches to host the guests.  In early 2009 Robes will become a registered charity. 

The Bishopôs Lent Call will help secure the expanded project for winter 2009-10. 

 

Water Action, Ethiopia  
Christian Aid is funding a project to bring clean, safe water to 55,000 people in 

Ethiopia through their local partner organisation Water Action.  Part of the money is 

coming from the European Commission, who have agreed to give an additional £3 

for every £1 Christian Aid raises from churches in the UK.  With their help, Water 

Action will provide 55,000 people with accessible water. 

  

School projects in Myanmar and Trinidad & Tobago 
MENET supports a village school near Yangon, called óFuture Flowersô.  It opened 

in 2003 for pupils aged 3-6, there being very little education in the area.  Having 

been to a pre-school a child has a better chance of getting into a primary school.  It 

costs Ã1.60 a month to attend, which is not affordable to all, but with MENETôs help, 

no one is turned away.  A government ruling means all pupils must wear uniform and 

as few can afford £2 for this, MENET purchased them to lend out.    

 

USPG is also supporting a new project in Trinidad & Tobago, which has its roots in 

work done between 2004-6 to develop music in the Diocese of Trinidad & Tobago.  

As part of this, Richard Owen started working with church schools, and from there 

the diocese decided that improving music in schools would be an important way in 

which it could benefit young people and build links between them and the local 

community.  It has been developing the local infrastructure for the project in the 

intervening years and identified that Richard was the best person to lead the training 

element of the project in 2008. 
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I have been asked to summarise the role 

of the Treasurer for reasons which I will 

explain shortly.  I took on this role in 

November 1989 when the main task was 

to write up an analysed cash book, from 

which a professional firm of accountants 

prepared the annual accounts.  This was 

before the era of gift aid, and regular 

donations were made under a deed of 

covenant.  The other regular task was to 

collect and bank collections in church, 

although we did not have a bag collection 

at each service at that 

time, and draw 

cheques as and when 

required to meet 

expenses. 

 

Over the years I have developed the role 

and taken over the preparation of the 

annual accounts, although an external 

review is still required.  Apart from the 

weekly recording and banking of service 

collections and the payment of bills, I 

maintain the records using a computer 

program and record the freewill offerings, 

both those paid regularly into the bank 

and from collection envelopes, on an 

Excel spreadsheet.  I am then able to 

prepare the annual accounts, ready for the 

external review, and edit together the 

various contributions to the Annual 

Report.  The tax repayable in respect of 

gift aid donations is claimed quarterly 

and all necessary returns to the Diocese 

are made annually.  At the moment I am 

also dealing with the monthly fees return 

to the Diocese, on behalf of the Rector, 

for both parishes. 

Every three years we have to reassess our 

fairer shares contribution to the Diocese, 

which is what largely meets the cost of 

our rectorôs salary and housing costs, and 

I have now dealt with this in conjunction 

with the churchwardens and the rector on 

seven occasions but the treasurer does not 

have to be involved. 

 

So why am I setting this out?  At the end 

of 2009 I will have served as treasurer for 

20 years and feel it is time for someone 

else to take over this role.  I am sure that 

a number of aspects can be carried out by 

other members of the congregation and 

community if the overall task seems too 

great for one person.  I shall be happy to 

explain all aspects of the role to anyone 

interested but the PCC needs to appoint 

someone, who will also serve on the 

PCC, by the end of 2009 so that they may 

take over as treasurer from 1st January 

2010.  I will be happy to complete the 

2009 accounts, ready for the external 

review, but the day to day work must be 

carried out by someone else. 

 

If you are interested in supporting the 

parish in this way, please have a word 

with the Rector or one of the 

churchwardens in the first place.  It is not 

a burdensome job and is one which 

provides an insight into how the Church 

of Englandôs finances are dealt with at 

grass roots level. 

 

 

Philip Haynes 

THE ROLE OF THE PCC TREASURER 
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HOLY WEEK DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES  
 

April  5th 9.30am Palm Sunday Service, at St Maryôs 

  10.40am Donkey procession from Goulburn Green to St Michaelôs for é 

  11am Service in St Michaelôs 

 

 9th (Maundy Thursday) 8pm at St Maryôs: Eucharist of the Last Supper 

 

 10th (Good Friday) 10am Ecumenical Family Service in the Reading Room,   

  followed by childrenôs activities 

  12-3pm Meditations, reading and service 

  8pm Passiontide music and readings, St Michaelôs  

 

 11th (Easter Eve) 8pm Lighting of the New Fire at St Maryôs 

 

 12th (Easter Day) 8am Holy Communion at St Michaelôs 

  9.30am Easter Parish Communion at St Maryôs 

  11am Easter Parish Communion at St Michaelôs 

MOTHERING SUNDAY - 22ND MARCH 
 

There is an old Jewish saying: God could not be everywhere,  so He made mothers. 

 

Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our human mothers - all of them 

have been part of the celebration of óMothering Sundayô - as the fourth Sunday in 

Lent is affectionately known. 

 

During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or 

working as ólive-inô servants were allowed only one holiday a year on 

which to visit their families - which is how óMothering Sundayô got 

its name.  This special day became a day of family rejoicing, and the 

Lenten fast was broken.  In some places the day was called Simnel 

Day, named after the sweet cakes traditionally eaten on that day. 

THE 1000TH ISSUE OF THE MAGAZINE 
 

In the January issue of the magazine I asked for contributions to the 1000th (May) 

issue of the Magazine, and a number of people kindly volunteered to help by 

providing articles or pictures.  Although the deadline for such items is a little way 

off, the fact is that putting together such an issue is going to be quite a task, so it 

would be most helpful if those who have articles, pictures etc could let the editor 

have them sooner rather than later.  Thank you very much. 



10                                              March  2009 

 

LENT HUNGER LUNCHES for the BISHOP'S LENT CALL  
 

These were started in the 1960ôs by the Bishop of Southwark.  He expected us to 

forego one main meal a week, or have a frugal one, and to give the money saved to 

chosen charities (see earlier).  It is also a reminder that ӎ of the world is hungry. 

 

Bucklandôs Hunger Lunches (soup & bread) will be on Thursdays at 12.30 in the 

Reading Room from 5th March to 9th April inclusive. 

 

For those unable to come to the Lunches, there will be envelopes in the church for 

donations.         

P.V. 

 
EVENING PRAYERé 

 

... on Tuesdays will start again on 3rd March at 5.30pm.  

 

OLD CHRISTMAS CARDS  
 

Still wondering what to do with these?  Please leave them in the church or porch and 

Mrs Pat Webb will kindly take them for recycling, for St Christopherôs Hospice.    

P.V. 

 

EASTER  FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to donate a lily, or lilies, to celebrate Easter, or in memory of 

someone, please contact Sue Haynes on '  842613 by Wednesday, 1st April 2009 at 

the latest.  Each lily costs £2. 

 

We are also always thrilled to receive any daffodils you can spare to decorate the 

church.  Please bring them to the church on Saturday 11th April at 9.15am. 

 

Thank you. 

 

YOUR BASKET?  
 

Some kind person brought presents to the Childrenôs Candlelight Service in a very 

handsome basket.  If it was yours and you would like it back, please ring me.  

 

P.V. ('  243698) 

 




