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Dear All,  

 

ITôS A QUESTION OF SPORT: ñGOING FOR GOLDò 
 

Recently I was chatting to a parishioner who was telling me all about their family 

outing to watch a football match.  The whole family from different ends of the 

country travelled to a set location and shared the joy of watching their favourite 

team.  Well this wouldnôt necessarily be my first choice of an activity but it has to be 

said that events that draw families together away from the TV box syndrome have to 

be a good  thing.  Clubs all over the country have been running campaigns to 

persuade parents and children to trudge back to the terraces.  The leagues Family 

Football festival was launched last autumn to encourage families back to the game. 

Theyôve been using blogs, radio, literature, facebook pages, and offering attractions 

like face painting, fancy dress, and even firefighters!   

 

Research has indicated that attending a game can help parents bond with their 

children and discuss tough issues like school results and exams.  It also helps to 

bridge the generation gap giving grandparents something to talk about with their 

grandchildren.  Also, according to the Mental Health Foundation, the atmosphere of 

a live football or rugby match is socially inclusive and has a positive impact on your 

mental health.  

 

In our locality we are fortunate to be spoilt for choice with clubs to belong to, such 

as Brockham Badgers, Dorking Rugby club and Old Reigations.   I know many of 

you take advantage of these teams and courses on offeré the only slight snag is that 

many of them seem to be prioritized for a Sunday morning!  This poses a quandary 

for many parents, and at the moment I know where the priorities usually lie.  Martin 

and I had the same problem when our children were youngé what do you do? é go 

to church on a Sunday morning or support the local team coach?  Which promotes 

more of your family values?  Both are something you could all do together, but 

maybe it is the Dadôs who prefer to turn up to watch the games.  One solution is to 

search for the team that uses other times for the training and games.  We managed it.. 

with Saturdays, weekdays, and holiday times dedicated to the coaching courses.  
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You may have to travel a bit further and search a bit harder, but it can be done. 

 

It is all about priorities and spending time together as a family.  Part of belonging to a 

church, football club, rugby club, music club is that it gives you an opportunity to 

make new friends, be part of a team, a social activity.  Church in particular can 

connect people from all different ages, backgrounds and interests.   

 

This year as families we can get more involved in the Olympics, especially as the 

cyclists come to Dorking, and why not?  Here are 5 reasons why we should try to 

engage with London 2012: 

¶ Sport, Play and Recreation are all part of Godôs creation 
¶ Sport has a significant role in our society today, and plays an important part in the 

lives of very many people, inside and outside our churches 
¶ Historically churches were involved in Sport: eg several of our Premier League 

Football Teams were founded as Church Boys Clubs.  And many other 19th 

century sports bodies began with the support of churchmen.  At the 1948 London 

Olympics, during the opening ceremony the speech on morality was delivered by 

Dr. Garbett, the Archbishop of York (and former Bishop of Southwark) 
¶ Sports ministries are becoming established as part of the church in Britain today. 

2012 could be vital in continuing that process 
¶ The games offer opportunities for Mission in: evangelism, community 

development, education, youth & children, and social justice 
 

In Betchworth and Buckland I hope we will use it as an opportunity 

to offer something special for our young people, bringing the ages 

together and ñGoing For Goldò.  To find out more about the 

Olympics look up: www.morethangold.org.uk or our Diocesan 

adviser: Nigel Stone, can be contacted via 0207 582 6424 or 

nigel.stone@southwark.anglican.org                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

Carol  

 

 
Every Wednesday in Lent we are having a SAID Holy Communion Service in St. 

Michaels at 11am.  Please try and pop along if you can. 

 

 

Parish Administrator: Paula Barrett (842102)  Email:  officerectory@btinternet.com 

Rectory Office open Wednesday & Thursday 9am-12.30pm. 

http://www.morethangold.org.uk
mailto:nigel.stone@southwark.anglican.org
mailto:officerectory@btinternet.com
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Date    St Maryôs,  

   Buckland 

St Michaelôs 

Betchworth 

5th February 8 

9.30 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion 

10.45 

11 

Sunday School 

Parish Communion & 

Sunday School 

12th February 9.30 Parish Communion 

(Iona) 

8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Matins 

19th February 8 

10.30 

HC (BCP) 

Joint Family Service 

 

5pm 

 

Choral Evensong 

22nd February 

(Ash Wednesday) 

8pm HC (BCP) 11 HC (BCP) 

26th February 9.30  Parish Communion 

 

 

8 

11 

HC (BCP) 

Parish Communion & 

Sunday School 

Thur 2nd 7.45pm Womenôs Institute Meeting (p.24) 

Wed 8th  St Kew (p.18) 

Thur 9th 12.30pm Winter Lunch (p.9) 

  7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting (p.11) 

Thur 23rd 12.30pm First Lent Lunch (p.9) 

Fair Trade Fortnight (p.25) Mon 27th - Sun 11th March 
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The St Maryôs Church choir.  Photos taken after the annual Carol 

Service by James Day, to whom very many thanks. 

é and the junior choir, with assistants 
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THANK YOU .....  
 

First, thank you to our Rector Carol and to Pattie for the wonderful Christmas 

services they planned for us all at St. Maryôs, Buckland.  On 18th December we held 

a Christingle Service which was very well attended.  The children were given their 

d.i.y. oranges and sweets as they arrived and during the service they made their 

Christingles, the lights were turned off and the candles lit.  Before this Rector Carol 

and Margaret Miller told us all about the Childrenôs Society and the history of the 

Christingle.  As the children left Church I did notice that a lot of the sweets had 

already been eaten!! 

  

Then on 21st December we held a Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. Again we had 

a lovely full Church and a choir of 27 (including a number imported from 

elsewhere)!  At the beginning of the service the choir processed down the aisle with 

Clara Coslett singing the solo.   It was a very magical evening with the Church all lit 

up with hundreds of candles and the Christmas tree twinkling in the corner.  Mulled 

wine and mince pies were served after the service and for the first time ever we ran 

out of mulled wine.  Next year the choir will have their own flask of wine and mince 

pies in the vestry so they will not miss out in 2012.  Thanks must go to Carol Watson 

our organist and to Gaynor and all the members of the choir who must have put in a 

lot of extra work to make the Carol Service so atmospheric.  The choice of Carols 

was wonderful.  A lot of people said how lovely it all was and that Christmas now 

had really started. 

  

Another thank-you to all the flower ladies who again made the Church look so 

beautiful.  The colour scheme this year was stunning.  Thank you also to Vivienne 

and Brian Boustred for donating the Christmas Tree, thank you for it not being so 

large as last year, it was easier to put up.  Thank you to Rosey Davy and Family and 

to Jane England and family for doing the hard work of making the tree look so 

lovely.  It is good you have tall husbands!! 

Christians are the only people in the world who have anything to be happy about.  

Billy Graham 
 

Plenty of people wish to become devout, but no one wishes to be humble.  

Francois, Duc de la Rochefoucauld 
 

An egotist is a man who talks about himself so much that you donôt have a chance to 

talk about yourself.  V. Havner 
 

Iôm not afraid to die.  I just donôt want to be there when it happens.ò         Woody Allen 
 

If you know someone who tries to drown their sorrows, you might warn them 

sorrows know how to swim.          Anon 
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New Music Group to Start  
 

Do you Sing or Play a Musical Instrument?  

 

St. Michaelõs and St. Maryõs are looking for Singers and Musicians who can help 

lead the monthly Family Service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you think you might like to be involved,  

contact Carol the Rector on ' 842102.  

LENT  2012 
 

This year we have some interesting speakers to help us reflect in Lent.  We will be 

hosting some evening lectures and discussion, as well as focussing on the Lent Call 

at our lent lunches and the Quiet Day.  

   

Week 1:   Ash Wednesday 22nd February  

  11am    Holy Communion, Betchworth 

  8pm      Holy Communion with imposition of ashes, Buckland 

  

Week 2:  Upper Mole Group Quiet Day Sayurday 3rd March, 10-3pm The  

  Ark, Okewood Hill, Led by The Revd.Canon David Eaton.  A day of  

  stillness and quiet reflection using resources from the Iona  

  Community.  To book your place contact The Rector  

 

Week 3:   Monday 12th March 8pm Hamilton Room.   Healing: Reflections  

  and insights of Mr. Stuart James, Surgeon  Royal Marsden Hospital 

 

Week 4:  Monday 19th March 8pm  Reading Room.   Pastoral Care:  The 

  Revd. John Mcluckie, Chaplain at The Royal Marsden Hospital 

  

Week 5:  Monday 26th March 8pm Reading Room.  Medical Ethics: The 

  Revd. Canon Chris Vallins, Retired Hospital  Chaplain Royal Surrey 

 

Coffee will be available at 7.45 at each evening session and the lectures will start  

promptly 8pm to finish not later than 9.15pm.  
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

BAPTISMS: 22nd January 2012.  Rufus Su-Yin Ma (Buckland)   

 

FUNERAL: 29th December  2011  Frederick Victor Judd of 25  Windmill    

   Way,   Reigate who died on 19th December 

  2011 aged 88   

 

BURIALS:  30th November 2011   Roger Bates of 41 Hillside Gardens,  

(BETCHWORTH) Brockham 

 19th December 2011 Walter Ewart Kerven of Ewhurst, formerly 

 of 84 Brockham Lane, Brockham 

               29th December 2011 Frederick Victor Judd of Windmill Drive,  

  Reigate 

 

TABLE TOP SALE - SATURDAY 17TH MARCH 2012  
 

There will be a Table Top Sale in the Reading Room, 10am -1pm on 17th March.  

The cost of a 6ft table will be £12.00 and a 4ft will be £5.00.  Entrance fee will be 

50p.  If there is anyone in the Parish who could run a table for Church funds please 

let me know.  The money raised will be for The Flower Festival and also the running 

costs of the Church.  Please phone Carol Leeds on '  247399 for further information. 

A QUIZ AND CURRY NIGHT 
 

Come and test your general knowledge at our quiz and curry night.  The Betchworth 

and Buckland Society are holding a Quiz and Curry night at the Red Lion, Old Road 

on Friday 10th February at 7.30pm.  Cost £12 each.  Please apply to Stella Cantor on 

'  843335 or email to: bbsociety@aol.co.uk 

A SPRINGTIME FASHION SHOW 
 

A new outfit for spring?  The Betchworth and Buckland Society are holding a 

Springtime Fashion Show, with new spring collections from local shops including: 

Phase 8, Robert Ashworth, La Femme and Lawn and Voile. This will be held on 

Thursday 29th March at Betchworth War Memorial Hall, Station Road, Betchworth. 

Tickets: £10 for members and £12 non-members.  Donations from the proceeds will 

be made to St Catherine's Hospice and to The Rainbow Trust.  Please apply to Stella 

Cantor on '  843335 or email to: bbsociety@aol.co.uk 
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QUEENôS DIAMOND JUBILEE 
 

At an open meeting on 10th January some ideas for a Buckland celebration of the 

Queenôs Diamond Jubilee were discussed and some decisions made.  It will be held 

on Sunday 3rd June in the late afternoon on The Green and will be free. 

 

Plans are only just starting to be formalised but the event is likely to be a Village 

Picnic Tea with everyone bringing their own food with some to share with others. 

There will be a Coronation cake and hopefully donated champagne.  The Green will 

be decorated and there will be a pageant to depict the Coronation including a few 

hymns that were sung at the Coronation in Westminster Abbey and a pause for 

thought to thank Her Majesty for so much over 60 years.   

 

We have a committee but a few more members would always be helpful to spread 

the load.  

 

Please put 3rd June in your diary and we look forward to a grand afternoon.  

 

Madeline and Paul Rietchel, '  843782; pac.rietchel@virgin.net 

WINTER AND LENT LUNCHES  

 

Our next lunch will be on Thursday 9th February at 12.30 pm in the Reading Room.  

If you have not been before and would like to join us please phone Liz Vahey on '  

221444 or Carol Leeds on '  247399.  We look forward to seeing our old and any 

new friends.  This will be our last Winter lunch but we will continue every week with 

our Lent lunches.  The first Lent lunch will be on 23rd February, and they will 

continue on the four following Thursdays, in the Reading Room at 12.30 pm. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

¶ That more people in Britain read a Parish Magazine than ANY daily newspaper? 

¶ That the Buckland Parish Magazine is delivered to every household in the village 

who wants it, that is 230 homes? 

¶ That the Magazine is distributed throughout the village by only 12 distributors? 

¶ That at the last count 64 local businesses advertise in the Magazine?  

¶ That the Magazine was founded in 1926 and then cost just one old penny (less 

than İp in todayôs money) but initially was only one page long (the present size 

being about 50 pages long)? 

¶ That the Magazine is published and financed by St Maryôs Church, while also 
being a magazine for the village as a whole?                          [See also next page] 
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THE MAGAZINE  
 

A note requesting your annual contribution to the cost of 

the Magazine is enclosed, along with an envelope for 

those who pay tax, so that tax may be reclaimed on your 

contribution at no cost to you.  Many of you are fantastic 

and make a point of giving in your contribution promptly, 

and thank you.  Your efforts are admired and appreciated.  

The enclosed note explains how you can return your 

contribution. 

  

The suggested minimum contribution is the same as last year, £8 per household.  We 

hope you will agree that this represents good value.   

  

While on the subject I would like to thank, on your behalf and mine, the gallant souls 

who, come rain come shine, get your magazine to you and who also undertake the 

thankless task of calling on you and asking for your money - much the worst part of 

the job.  In case you do not know who your distributor is, here is a list. 

  

Tranquil Dale, Police Houses  Copp 

Broome Perrow Cottage, and other houses in lane Pryor 

Buckland Green, Slough Lane and North end Rectory Lane Howitt 

Wildecroft area  Fellows 

South End Rectory Lane (Grange Lodge to Pettyôs Farm & Barn)  A. Daniell 

Old Road from Forge Cottage to Broome Perrow Burrows 

Rest of Old Road  Gregory 

Dungates Lane  Ferns 

Houses between Park Pit and A25  Green 

Lawrence Lane  Wheen 

Other houses to the North of A25  Copeland 

Shagbrook and East end of Buckland  Vigers 

  

R.F.W. 

¶ If you do not at present receive a copy of the Magazine but would like one 

delivered to your door, or posted to you, please contact the Editor ('  842082). 

¶ If you would like to advertise, please contact Karen Munroe ('  845298). 

¶ And if you have village news of interest, please contact the Editor. 

¶ The photograph on the cover this month was taken by James Day, to whom many 

thanks. 

¶ Apologies to The Parish Council, which appeared only as ñThe Parishò on the 

cover of last monthôs magazine.  And to the Mother and Toddler Group, whose 

midriff was concealed. 
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BUCKLAND PARISH COUN CIL  
 

Annual Parish Meeting  Every English Parish Council is required, by law, to hold 

an Annual Parish Meeting, on a date that falls between 1st March 

and 1st June and starting no earlier than 6pm.   An Annual Parish 

Meeting provides an opportunity for your Parish Council, as well 

as for village charities and organisations, to report on their 

activities during the year and for residents to ask questions and 

provide feedback to all those groups.   A short break for 

refreshments during the evening can be relied upon to prompt 

topical discussion and provides an opportunity for villagers to 

mingle.  A guest speaker then ensures we all head for home with 

some new thoughts or ideas.  

 

So make a note in your diary to come along to Bucklandôs next Annual Parish 

Meeting at 7.30pm on Monday 23rd April 2012 in the Reading Room, Old Road.   

 

Parish Council Meetings   Buckland Parish Council welcomes members of the 

public to its meetings and provides an opportunity to speak at the start of each 

meeting in an Open Session.  The Council is always willing to discuss topics 

proposed by members of the public; your Parish Councillors are here for you so 

please share your thoughts and ideas.  As each agenda is prepared a week in advance 

(to be legal it has to be publicised for at least five days), you will need to advise your 

topic (to the Clerk) at least eight days before the meeting. 

 

While you are welcome to raise a point that does not relate to an item on that 

eveningôs agenda, Councilôs discussion might need to be deferred (to allow a specific 

item to be included on a future agenda) in order to ensure any decision taken will be 

binding in law.   

 

Garden Maintenance   Please take the opportunity, during the winter dormant 

period, to prune back any of the plants rooted in your garden that have extended 

beyond the boundary of your property and are obstructing village pavements or 

roads.  Thank you to those residents who have already taken steps to prune their 

plants and clear any debris that has fallen onto footpaths.     

 

Buckland Lane BOAT (Byways open to all traffic)   Our local Police are now 

using off-road motorcycles to target illegal use of BOATs.  If you see any vehicles 

on the Buckland Lane Boat without a number plate please call 999.  If you see 

observe any anti-social behaviour please call '  101 (or '  01483 571212). 

  

Sheena Boyce, Clerk  Email: bucklandpc@sheenaboyce.co.uk   
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Carols on the Green: 17th December 2011 

CAROLS ON THE GREEN 
 

Buckland Carols on the Green on Saturday 17th December 

was a wonderful evening of festive cheer!  A great turn-out of 

villagers and friends heartily sang Christmas Carols under the 

Tree on Buckland Green with musical accompaniment 

wonderfully provided by Barbara Green.  Terry Lanchberry was 

an accomplished Master of Ceremonies and our prayers were 

answered with the weather holding off for the event. 

 

We are delighted to say that £600 was raised from contributions to the food and drink 

and in support of  this yearôs selected charity Medicinema.  They plan to install a 

cinema to entertain residents at Headley Court so that long weekends away from 

family and friends are made easier for the patients.  Thanks to everyone for another 

great show of Christmas generosity.  

 

Thanks also to The Buckland Estate for kindly donating the beautiful Christmas tree 

which graced the Reading Room throughout the festive season.  

 

Mary Davidson 
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JANUARY WINTER LUNCH  
 

At our lunch held on 12th January, we had 27 to sit down to eat sausage and mash: 

this is a record number of attendees!   At this lunch we were celebrating the 90th 

birthday of Rene Marshall of Yewdells.  Rene has been a resident of Buckland for a 

very long time, and is also a founder member of our Winter lunch get-togethers.  We 

all sang Happy Birthday as she blew out the candles on her birthday cake.  We did 

not have the full 90 as we were afraid the fire alarm would go off!!!  All your friends 

at winter lunches wish you, Rene, a very Happy Birthday on 23rd January. 
 

BUSINESS IN BUCKLAND -  
WHITES CONSERVATORY & GARDEN BUILDINGS  

 

Nigel Whitehead, proprietor of Whites Conservatory & Garden Buildings, used to 

work for Banbury Homes & Gardens who shared the site with L.F. Knights.  

Banbury decided to stop running that site and in 1992, Nigel decided to take on the 

business himself and continued to sell their products.   

 

Nigel has always been in Sales.  Just fell into it.  It was the grocery trade to start 

with, then Findus Frozen Foods based in Merton.  In those days, before 

computerisation, all information was stored as microfilm, to be read by fiche.  

 

Although there have been a lot of changes, cedar summer houses, produced by L.F. 

Knightsôs carpenters up to 1990, in the original workshops just behind Nigelôs office, 

can still be found in gardens locally. Western Red Cedar is still sourced from 

Canada, while conservatories come from Ireland, garden buildings from Worcester 

and concrete garages from Yorkshire. Nothing from China yet - well, some of the 

components maybe.  

 

Nigelôs full range on the forecourt includes: greenhouses, sheds, conservatories, 

concrete buildings, childrenôs play houses, summer houses as studios or workshops. 

Two factors have effected his customers: the slow-down in the housing market and 

the opportunity to work from home.  People are looking for garden offices to run 

their business.  With computers, quite a few employees manage to avoid travelling to 

the office to look at files.  

 

Products have changed somewhat although the brands are the same: cedar 

greenhouses still come as octagonal or dwarf style but Robinson Greenhouses now 

have high spec frames and low level threshold - meaning no big step when entering.  

 

Specifications for conservatories have changed as well. They are viewed more like an 

extension these days, possibly a luxury, with double glazing, solar controlling tinted 
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glass or the very latest self-cleaning glass and opening windows in the roof for hot air 

to rise on those sultry summer days.  They used to come in modular sizes.  Any size 

you like now!  As for planning permission, provided you are not in a conservation 

area or in a listed building, there are Permitted Development Rights.  You could have 

a conservatory up to three metres deep for an attached house or four metres deep if it 

is detached.  Maybe something to look forward to once we are out of this financial 

crisis.  

 

For those more down to earth, Professor Alan White, of Leeds Metropolitan 

University, had an article published in the British Medical Journal suggesting that 

the peaceful retreat to a shed as a home from home may help lower blood pressure. 

Research showed that the solitude sought in potting sheds is sought by a growing 

number of men.  óThere is a sense of achievement that men get from starting a task to 

seeing it through to completionô.  The moral is: Improve your healthé.get a garden 

shed. [Daily Mail, 1.12.11] www.whitesconservatories.co.uk 

Meike Laurenson 

 

HOST AN OLYMPIC FAMILY  

 

More Than gold, the agency set up to help churches engage with the 2012 Olympic 

games, has setup the Athlete Family Homestay 

Programme to find volunteers who will provide free 

accommodation for the family members of competitors.  

This is in response to the high cost of hotel 

accommodation during the Olympics when prices are 

expected to at least double.  Without this opportunity, 

many family members would be unable to attend and give their support. 

 

Olympic athlete Stephanie Cook MBE, a board member of More Than Gold, was a 

gold medallist in modern pentathlon a the Sydney Olympic games in 2000, where her 

mother and sister were among 700 family members who used the Athlete Family 

Homestay Programme there.  She says, ñThe warm welcome and hospitality of a 

lovely family made my familyôs stay in Sydney very special, and meant there were 

able to be there to support me on one the greatest days of my life.  Now we want to 

offer the same opportunity to hundreds of athletes and their families during the 2012 

Games.ò  Reflecting on the experience of her own family, Stephanie added, 

ñThrough the Athlete Family Homestay Programme, family members of athletes will 

share their experience of the Games with the family who hosts them, making it very 

special for all involved.  To be welcomed into someoneôs home, and share fully in 

the experience, is wonderful for the guest and also the host family, who become even 

closer to the Games.ò Prospective volunteer hosts, most of whom will need to be in 

the London area, can find more details at www.Morethangold.org.uk/homestay 

http://www.whitesconservatories.co.uk/
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SURREY POLICE 
 

Surrey Police has launched an initiative to tackle vehicle crime 

across the county.  Activity will include neighbourhood officers 

and extra patrol teams focussing on the hot spot areas within 

Surrey and offenders known to be linked to vehicle crime.  The 

Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) team will also be 

stopping vehicles which are known to have been stolen or have 

links to offenders.  The overall aim is to reduce the offences of 

theft from and theft of motor vehicles. 

 

In addition to these operational activites, innovative óFixed Police Noticesô 

containing crime prevention advice will also be put on cars in vulnerable areas or 

where vehicle crime has recently taken place. 

 

Inspector Richard Mallet of Surrey Police Roads Policing Unit advises the following 

steps to reduce vehicle crime; 

 

¶ Always lock your car when you leave it, even if itôs just for a few moments. 

Make sure windows and sunroofs are shut and locked too. 

¶ Never leave any personal possessions in your car.  Thieves love to steal sat navs, 

laptops and mobile phones.  But less obvious items such as clothes and loose 

change are also appealing. 

¶ Donôt leave valuables hidden in your boot or under car seats.  Thieves know 

where to look. 

¶ Donôt store driving or vehicle documents in your glove box.  Keep them stored 

safely at home. 

¶ If your car doesnôt have an alarm, get one fitted or use a steering lock to deter 

thieves. 

¶ Look after your car keys.  Keep them on you when out and about.  When at home 

keep them hidden and not in view of a window, door or letterbox. 

¶ Secure your number plate with clutch head screws to avoid becoming a victim of 

ócar cloningô. 

¶ Keep your eye out for potential car criminals.  If you see someone looking inside 

cars or trying door handles call Surrey Police on 101.  In an emergency always 

call 999. 

¶ For more details on how to protect your vehicle visit www.surrey.police.uk/

vehiclecrime 

Politicians are people who, when they see the light at the end of the tunnel, order 

more tunnel. 
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We are now well into term and working 

hard. Year 5 are visiting Hampton Court  

with its beautiful Tudor brickwork, 

fireplaces and kitchens. The infants 

start a new topic after 

half term on colour.  

 

Our A -Z of school has 

now reached N for 

netball and North Downs 

Primary School.  

The juniors play netball 

as part of their P.E. curriculum, but the 

netball  

teams have extra practice through a 

school club, so they can take part in the  

local schoolsõ netball tournaments. 

North Downs Primary school has about 

400 children across the 3 village bases  

and over 50 members of staff, full time 

or part time. Each class has a teacher  

and a teaching assistant. We also have 

staff who give extra 

support for  

children with special 

needs plus a team who 

deal with all aspects of 

school  administration 

and run the offices on 

each base. When you add 

on our cleaning staff, premises 

managers, lunchtime supervisors, cooks 

and catering staff you realise why our 

staff is so large!  

 

Simon Hobbs, Head Teacher  

NORTH DOWNS PRIMARY SCHOOL  

THE BETCHWORTH & BUC KLAND CHILDREN'S NURSERY  
 

Admissions 2012 ð 2013  -   Do you have a 

child who will have their 3rd Birthday 

between 1st September 2012 and 31st July 

2013?  The closing date for applications to 

the Nursery for the forthcoming academic 

year is 14th February 2012.  

  

Please contact Denise van Rijn -  Nursery Manager on '  843610 or e -mail: 

bbcn@btconnect.com  

mailto:bbcn@btconnect.com
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GEORGE HERBERT 
 

Born the seventh of 10 children in 

1593, George Herbert grew up to be 

well known as a scholar and became a 

Member of Parliament.  In 1630 he 

became a parish priest and spent the 

rest of his life in a small Wiltshire 

village.  He preached, wrote poetry, 

helped rebuild the church and cared 

deeply for his parishioners who called 

him the ôHoly Mr. Herbertõ. 

 

He died aged 40 of tuberculosis, and 

perhaps we would never have heard of 

him were it not for his poems.  He hid 

patterns and puns in his poems: in one 

called ôEaster Wingsõ the printed words 

look like the wings of birds soaring into 

the sky.  A number of his poems 

became hymns, such as ôKing of Glory, 

King of Peaceõ, ôLet All the World in 

Every Corner Singõ and ôTeach me, my 

God and Kingõ.  

 

There is a window honouring George 

Herbert in Westminster Abbey, but he 

lives on in the words of hymns that are 

still sung today.  

EYE PUZZLE  

 
 

Do these lines go straight across or do 

they slope? Check them with a ruler to 

get the answer.  
 
 

Roses are red  

Violets are blue  

Some poems rhyme 

But this one doesnõt! 

  
What birds spend all their time on 

their knees?   

Birds of prey.  

 

What do you call a group of chickens 

playing hide - and- seek ?  

Fowl play. 

BUCKLAND READING ROOM  
 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE  
 

PARTIES, EVENTS, MEETINGS, AND CLUBS  
 

From £30 per session  

(concessionary rates for regular hirers and charities)  
 

Booking enquiries contact Doreen Dart '  842670  
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S 
t Kew (8th February) has nothing to do with gardens or the óQô 

of James Bond fame.  This Kew lived in Cornwall in the 5th 

century.  Her elder brother was a hermit who felt his sister was not worthy 

to even visit his cell.  But big brothers often underestimate their younger 

sisters, and he was no exception.  One day Big Brother saw a wild boar charge out of 

the woods towards his sister.  She spoke to it kindly in tones of such purity and 

sweetness that it immediately slowed down to a peaceful walk.  

 

Big Brother was so shaken by this that he repented of his superior attitude.  When he 

then bothered to spend time talking with young Kew, Big Brother discovered that she 

was of ñrare virtue and holinessò.  Other people thought so too, and after her death  

decided Kew had been a saint, and should have the parish church named after her. 

 

Perhaps the moral of all this is that if you want to win over an difficult older brother, 

you should first practise on wild boars. 

 

THE MAGAZINE 50 YEARS AGO 
 

T 
he Rector refers to the fact that the Book of Common Prayer is having its 

tercentenary year, having been authorised by the Act of Uniformity of 

1662.  Two hundred years later the Village School was founded, Samuel 

Wilberforce (Bishop of Oxford) having laid the foundation stone (still 

visible by application to Mr & Mrs Lane). 

 

The magazine also contains the first known (in the Magazine) reference to the 

Vigers family, who I am guessing had just moved to the village. 

 

The Womenôs Weekday Page for Women in the attached Diocesan leaflet contains 

the following gems:  ñIt is very difficult to hammer in a nail in an awkward corner.  

Try holding the nail in position by placing it in the loop of a hairgrip.  Slip the grip 

away [and how about your fingers? - Ed] before you drive the nail in firmly.ò  

ñWhen taking hardboiled eggs to eat on a picnic or to school, it is a good plan to 

shell them first and wrap them in a lettuce leaf.  They keep perfectly fresh this 

way, and are more easily handled.  Children like them this way - it saves 

preparation at the picnic or school lunch, and leaves no messy shells to tidy up!ò 
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE REAL EASTER EGG CON TINUES 
 

Out of 80 million Easter eggs sold in the UK every year, the Real 

Easter Egg is the only Fairtrade charity faith egg to tell the Easter 

story on the box. 

 

Last year churches across Britain joined a campaign to try and 

convince supermarkets that the demand for an Easter Egg, which 

celebrated the real meaning of Easter, was real and significant. 

 

Congregations promoted the egg, took orders, money and place a 

mail order delivery. 

 

Eventually four supermarkets ordered low numbers to trial the Real Easter Egg with 

their customers.  They all sold out very quickly.  

 

Despite last yearôs overwhelming demand the supermarkets continue to refuse to 

place large orders, not wanting mention of Jesus on their shelves, in a significant way 

next Easter. 

 

So to make the Real Easter Egg campaign a success in 2012, we will still need to 

support it as a church though mail order.  Each Real Easter Egg costs £3.99 this year. 

Please help us make The Real Easter Egg as successful as last year and join the 

movement to put Jesus back into Easter.  If you want to place an order individually 

the visit www.realeasteregg.co.uk .  

 

New look-improved box  Following feedback from customers, The Real Easter Egg 

has undergone a make-over.  There is now a copy of the Easter story in booklet form 

inside the box.  The Easter message on the outside of the box is a colourful visual as 

opposed to last yearôs text only version.  Heavier card has been used with brighter 

colours and the three crosses on the front are bigger.  If you open the lid you will see 

óHappy Easterô and there is a quote from the bible: the resurrection text from Mark.  

 

These improvements will make the Real Easter Egg an even more attractive gift and 

it remains a unique way to spread the Easter story in 2012.  The new look box will be 

fully revealed in early January, but you can see the front of the box at the website 

www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

 

Charity  In September 2011 more than £26,000 was given away to charity from 

profits made from the egg, something the Meaningful Chocolate Company promised 

to do as a sign of the Easter themes of hope and new life.  This year 15 pence from 

each egg will be donated to the charity Traidcraft Exchange. 

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk/
http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk/
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 ODE TO FEBRUARY (POEM OF THE MONTH) 
  

Welcome, wild February: shame it is to see 

Odes to warmer seasons, neôer a line to thee. 

  

Februaryôs on the cusp betwixt the winter and the spring: 

The wretched, wet and wintry winds are having their final fling. 

So we can take advantage of the storm before the lull 

To toughen up our children and to get inside their skull 

That they should play outdoors today, braving the sleet and hail, 

The frost that kills the vermin, the equinoctial gale, 

The wild, winter weather, so perfect for character-forming 

(Though less so now than formerly, because of global warming). 

  

So we can stay in bed till late and slouch and watch the box; 

Ignore the kids, their aches and pains, their soaking gloves and socks; 

Pretend weôre being virtuous in making our children tougher: 

We suffered thus when we were young: itôs now their turn to suffer. 

  

So welcome, wild February: now thou hast thy verse. 

Others may write better lines: few will write much worse. 

  

PANCAKE FUN FOR SHRO VE TUESDAY  
 

Shrove Tuesday means pancakes, whether you race with them, or just enjoy eating 

them.   Hereôs a good fail-safe recipe for a good batter: 

 

Sift 100g of plain flour with a pinch of salt.  Make a well in the centre, break in an 

egg and beat with a wooden spoon.   Gradually add 300ml of milk, beating and 

drawing in the flour from the sides of the bowl until the batter is smooth.  Heat a little 

oil in a heavy-based saucepan and add just enough butter to cover the bottom, 

running the mixture around the sides.   Cook the pancake for one to two minutes, 

using the spatula to make sure the batter isnôt sticking.  Then turn the pancake over, 

and cook for a couple of more minutes on the other side.   Serve immediately, with 

sugar and a squeeze of lemon juice.    

Tommy Cooper one-liners 

óYou know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today.  They left a 

little note on the windscreen.  It said, óParking Fine.ô  So that was nice.ô 

Phone answering machine message - óIf you want to buy marijuana, press the hash 

key.ô 
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The Rectory, St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

I am glad you enjoyed your conference, but please do not be deluded into thinking 

that conferences are there to teach you anything.  Conferences exist to provide 

another entry on your CV, to give you time off while flattering yourself that you are 

working, and to make the person leading it feel that their life is not wholly pointless. 

 

As it happened, I was also invited to the same one, the one entitled óLearning how to 

say ónoôô.  But I refused to attend, thereby proving that I didnôt need it anyway. 

 

There are certain useful points you need to learn for conferences.  First, about half 

the attendees will have been together only the previous week attending another 

conference in another part of the country.  They will be eager, enthusiastic and 

overflowing with management platitudes.  Avoid them at all costs.  Should one of 

them say to you: óexpect the unexpectedô you have my permission to strangle them. 

They wonôt have expected that! 

 

Secondly, when you are all asked to go through that ghastly process of introducing 

yourselves to everyone else, make it up.  I think the last time I was obliged to do this, 

I became a butcher specialising in exporting offal to Saudi Arabia.  All your clerical 

colleagues will then panic that they have turned up for the wrong course and the 

leader will make sure that you are not asked another single question throughout the 

event.  Both outcomes are satisfying. 

 

Thirdly, do realise that when you are asked to divide into small discussion groups, it 

means that the conference leader has run out of ideas about what to do next.  Do not, 

at all costs, volunteer to be chairman.  It only means that when you have to report 

back ï and if the leaders use the word óplenaryô, then by all means contemplate 

strangling them also - you will be involved in sticking sheets of paper on to walls, 

which will then rip off the wallpaper when you try to remove them. 

 

You will also have the embarrassment of finding that every felt tip pen you try to use 

will be empty, and what you thought were the conclusions your group had arrived at 

will be volubly contradicted by all the other members. 

 

No, if you are ever obliged to attend another course, take a good book, enough claret 

to cover every evening away, and develop a debilitating illness that, while enabling 

you to attend every meal, obliges you to retreat to your room for the rest of the day. 

You will leave having learned as much on whatever the topic was as your colleagues, 

but will return refreshed and eager to make the next booking. 

 

Your loving uncle, Eustace 
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FEBRUARY IN THE GARD EN 
 

With such a mild early winter, many plants and bulbs are breaking into colour. 

Whilst it is a welcome sight to see the first signs of spring, the young shoots of 

vulnerable plants will need protection from heavy frosts: bulbs are very resilient and 

will largely be unaffected by bouts of colder weather.   

 

February is a month of preparation in the garden.  A good organic feed such as bone 

meal, coupled with a good mulch, will work wonders for perennials and shrubs.  Itôs 

not too early to start feeding with bone meal as it is slow acting and will provide 

most benefit after a couple of months.  Fruit trees and bushes prefer sulphate of 

potash ï itôs also a perfect  time for planting fruit while the plants are still dormant.  

 

Winter planters and hanging baskets will need some care to keep 

them flourishing. Pansies and primroses should be regularly dead-

headed and any yellowing leaves can be removed.  Twist and pull 

out finished cyclamen stems to encourage more growth.  Liquid 

feed all winter-flowering bedding plants to give them a real boost 

and provide more colour well into the spring.  

 

óGrow your ownô will be as popular as ever this year.  With a cheap and easy supply 

of fresh produce available from your garden, allotment or balcony, few would deny 

the satisfaction of enjoying nurturing and eating your own herbs, vegetables and 

fruit.  Now is the time to start chitting seed potatoes; other vegetable and flower seed 

sowing can also begin in earnest to take advantage of the brighter days ahead.  

 

David Hogg, Buckland Nurseries 

 

 
WITH VALENTINEôS DAY IN MIND 

 

¶ Love is the master key to a happy home.  

¶ If you work at love, you will find love at work.  - Peter Jackson 

¶ Marriage:  requires falling in love many times ï always with the same person. 

¶ Marriage: has three states ï cooing ï wedding - billing 

¶ When there is room in the heart there is room in the house. ï Danish proverb 

¶ A lion among ladies is a most dreadful thing. ï Shakespeare 

¶ I chose my wife, as she did her wedding gown, for qualities that would wear 

well. ï Oliver Goldsmith. 

¶ ôTis better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all. ï Tennyson 
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THE BETCHWORTH & BUC KLAND SOCIETY  
 

The Betchworth & Buckland Society finished 2011 with two well organised and 

supported local events.  On 11th November in the Red Lion, over 50 members made 

an early start to Christmas festivities by enjoying a superb traditional meal.  Party 

hats were worn and crackers rent the air as members met up with friends old and new 

and discussed what they had got up to during the year. 

 

On 18th December,  over 40 members enjoyed Christmas Drinks in the Reading 

Room.  The attendance was helped by mild weather compared to the previous two 

years.  Thanks are due to Stella Cantor, Fiona Hooper, Jo Howitt and Julie Hardy for 

organising it all so well.  Richard Worsley and Marie-Claude Eisinger later presented 

outgoing Chairman Duncan Ferns with a farewell leaving gift on the end of his 

successful Chairmanship, during which time the Society had grown and contributed 

to many charities, and put on many enjoyable events.   

 

Duncanôs departure was followed by welcoming to the Chairmanship Trevor Cooke, 

who is a member of the PCC and Treasurer of St Maryôs in Buckland. 

 

The Betchworth & Buckland Society is open to all residents 

of  the two villages.  Its role is óFor the protection and 

conservation of the quality of life in Betchworth and Bucklandô. 

 

There is an new and active committee and a programme of new 

events set for 2012.   Membership is £10 per household.  Please 

contact Richard Worsley on '  224418 or rworsley@aol.com for details of joining.  

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2011  
 

Thank you everyone in Betchworth and Buckland for your generosity in supporting 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal last year.  We have collected 

the magnificent sum of Ã2681.17 which surpasses the previous yearôs 

total, despite the theft of one collection pot.  Special thanks are due to 

all the various local businesses which donate and collect for the Appeal. 

Thank you all and my gratitude too to the team of stalwart collectors 

(many of whom have been helping the Poppy Appeal for decades) who 

undertake house to house collections come rain come shine. 

R.A.C. 

mailto:rworsley@aol.com
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THE BETCHWORTH MEXICAN QUIZ NIGHT  
7.30 for 8.00 prompt  

 

SATURDAY 3rd MARCH 2012  

At Betchworth Village Hall   

£16.50 to include chilli supper  

Pay-as-you-go Bar 

Groups of up to 8 or individuals  

 

COMPETE FOR THE BRAINS OF BETCHWORTH CUP! 

 

Tickets from Julie Hardy '  843327  

A cabaret style entertainment by the 

committee caused much hilarity at the 

December meeting which, following a 

sumptuous buffet and the customary 

snowball finish, began Christmas in light 

hearted mood. 

 

Having a meeting at the 

beginning of the month 

means that Pebblecombe 

members are able to mark 

the New Year in relaxed 

style after the hustle and 

bustle of the Christmas 

season.   Wine and soft 

drinks complemented an 

array of cheeses while we nibbled and 

nattered, discussing future plans and 

enjoying a chance to catch up on the 

news.  A trip to Hobbycrafts at 

Bluewater, the annual dinner combined 

with a mystery tour in April and our ever 

popular Teas on the Green (20th May this 

year) were of particular interest.  

Identifying members against photographs 

of themselves as toddlers proved to be an 

amusing but somewhat difficult 

competition. 

 

Members were reminded to 

complete the Resolutions 

form and return it to the 

February meeting.  This is 

an open meeting with an 

illustrated talk on Priory 

Farm, Nutfield, by owner 

John Shinner and daughter 

entitled ñPigs, Polytunnels 

and Pick Your Ownò, beginning at 7.45 

p.m. at the Hamilton Room, Betchworth, 

on Thursday 2nd February.  Come and 

join us! 

 

Pam Patch ('  844138) 

PEBBLECOMBE - BETCHWORTHôS EVENING W.I. 


